Asymmetric synthesis of (+)-(S,S)-reboxetine via a new (S)-2-(hydroxymethyl)morpholine preparation.
(S,S)-Reboxetine was synthesized stereospecifically in 30% overall yield and 99% ee in eight steps. Key steps were selective oxidation of an N-protected hydroxymethylmorpholine and aryl-chromium-mediated aromatic nucleophilic substitution. [structure: see text]